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civilisation, men who three months before were
confronting martyrdom amongst barbarians,
preachers at Notre Dame, professors from
Germany, Republicans from Western America,
men with every sort of training and every sort
of experience, had come together as confident
and eager as the prelates of Rome, to hail
the Pope infallible." But with Ms doctrinal
authority went an ordinary supreme jurisdic-
tion, which not only shattered in pieces the
Articles of 1682, but enabled the Pope to
govern local Churches as the Bishop of bishops.
Moreover, in the presence of a universal dis-,
solving movement, anti-social no less than
anti-Christian, a perpetual dictator was
needed, and who could it be save the Pontifex
Maximus ? These measures were taken as
by foreboding of the crisis that came suddenly
upon Europe. The last session of the Vatican
' Council was held in St. Peter's amid thunder
and lightning on a July day, while France
and Germany rushed to arms. The war which
was to decide the temporal fate of Rome
had been declared three days previously
(July 15,1870). On the morrow it broke out.
In that burning summer-time, we who were
staying in Rome saw the French bishops
depart, and knew that the French soldiers
would soon follow .them from the Aventine,